
Lesson #8: THE BLESSINGS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

Compiled by Dr. Landon Dowden 

 
Opening question: 

 In what ways do you act as though your standing with God depends on what you do more than what 
God has done for us in Christ? 

 Are there times you think your standing with God is depending on how faithful you are to pray, study the 
Bible, do good things, treat people well, or some other standard of performance? 

 Ask God to convince you that you stand because of His commitment to you and Jesus’ finished work, 
not on your commitment to Him. 

 

LifeChange Study (pg. 92): The two key points your group should get from this lesson are: (1) what 
righteousness is and isn’t, and (2) why Proverbs says the righteous prosper and the wicked suffer.  
 

What is righteousness? 

 Grudem: Righteousness is the doctrine that God always acts in accordance with what is right and that 
He is Himself the final standard of what is right. 

 Vines: Righteousness is the character or quality of being right or just; it was formerly spelled 
“rightwiseness” which clearly expresses the meaning. It is used to denote an attribute of God, which 
means essentially the same thing as His faithfulness, or truthfulness, that which is consistent with his 
own nature and promises. Because He is righteous, God is neither indifferent to sin or regards it lightly. 
On the contrary, it demonstrates that quality of holiness in Him, which must find expression in His 
condemnation of sin.  

 LifeChange book (pg. 87) – Righteousness = In right relationship to God and the community, as defined 
by the covenant given by God. Under the new covenant, which Jesus inaugurated, a person is in right 
relationship to God if he puts his faith in Jesus.  

 God’s righteousness 
o Ps. 11:7 For the LORD is righteous; he loves righteous deeds; the upright shall behold his face. 
o See Wiersbe’s chapter and Grudem’s notes  

 God’s righteousness given to us 
o See Harvey’s chapter on Justification 
o Vines: Righteousness is unobtainable by obedience to any law, or by any merit of man’s own, or 

any other condition than that of faith in Christ. The man who trusts in Christ becomes ‘the 
righteousness of God in Him’ 2 Cor. 5:21, i.e., becomes in Christ all that God requires a man to 
be, all that he could never be in himself. . . . Righteousness is not said to be imputed to the 
believer save in the sense that faith is imputed (‘reckoned’ is the better word) for righteousness.  

 

What is required to walk in righteousness? 

 Conversion 

 God’s Spirit and Word 

 The Church – we were never intended to walk alone 
 

What are the blessings of walking in righteousness? 

 2:7-8 – sound wisdom; protection 

 10:3 – food/provision 

 11:5 – straight paths 

 11:28 – flourishing/prospering 

 13:9 – life 

 21:21 – life, righteousness, honor 
 

What are the consequences of not walking in righteousness? 

 21:12 – God will throw them down in ruin 

 22:5 – thorns and snares 

 22:8 – calamity/failure 



 26:27 – trap themselves in their trap; their own evil will return to them 

 28:1 – fear 

 

From what you’ve seen of the world, does experience appear to support or refute the idea that the 

righteous are blessed and the wicked will suffer? 

 See Asaph notes on Ps. 73 

 Some gets worked out here but all of it gets worked out in eternity 

 LifeChange pg. 92 – The books of Job and Ecclesiastes agree that it often looks this way. But Proverbs 
asserts that if you look at whole lives, more often than not the wicked end up miserable and the 
righteous end up joyful, even if they are poor and sick.  

 Do your group members feel cheated if they suffer when they are good? 
o This is a sure sign that they are operating on selfishness, not love, and that they think they earn 

blessings rather than receive them as gracious gifts.  
 

What would happen to faith, hope, and sacrificial love if righteousness always paid off in this life? 

 We may trust the blessings instead of God 

 Lottie Moon: “I do not believe that any trouble comes upon us unless it is needed, and it seems to me 
that we ought to be just as thankful for sorrow as for joys.” 

 John Broadus’ prayer: Send us affliction and trouble, blight our dearest hopes if need be, that we may 
learn more fully to depend on Thee. 

 

How do the righteous affect people around them? 

 10:7 – A legacy of blessing 

 20:7 – Their children will be blessed 

 23:24 – Causes our parents to be glad and rejoice  
 

Why do you suppose it is better to be righteous and poor than wicked and rich (see 16:8; 19:1; 28:6)? 

 Peace 
 

Why is righteousness even more important than religious sacrifice? 

 Righteousness is a life we live 

 Sacrifice without righteousness is an act we do in an attempt to “balance the scales” because of our 
hypocritical (evil) life.  

 

Why is righteousness essential for good government (16:12; 20:26; 28:15, 28; 29:2,12)? 

 Stability (established) 

 Keeps wickedness away (protection) 

 The good of the people (peace, prosperity, encouragement) 

 Rejoicing vs. groaning  

 It could be good to pray specifically for our mayor, city council, state and national leaders 


